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PROCEEDINGS

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Okay. We have all
members present. [1°m going to reconvene the
Judicial Merit Selection Commission. 1 will
entertain a motion to go Into executive
session for legal advice.

MR. SAFRAN: So moved.

SENATOR HEMBREE: Second.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: We have a motion by
Mr. Safran. A second by Senator Hembree. Any
discussion?

(No response.)

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: No discussion. We
will move immediately to a vote. All in favor
indicate by saying “aye.”

BOARD MEMBERS: “Aye.”

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Opposed?

(No response.)

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: The ayes have 1t. We
are now iIn executive session and turn off your
microphones.

(Off-the-record executive session.)

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: We have risen from
executive session. No decisions have been

made, no votes taken. Mr. Hitchcock moves
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that we recess until 11:35 --
MR. HITCHCOCK: Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: 1Is there a second?
MS. BELL: Second.
CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: There’s a second from

Ms. Bell. AIll in favor indicate by saying

aye.
BOARD MEMBERS: “Aye.”
CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Opposed?
(No response.)
CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: The ayes have 1t. So
we’re In recess until 11:35.

(OFff the record.)

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Let’s come back to
order. We already came of executive session
and so we were iIn recess and so we’ll come
back i1nto session. We will take Jeffrey Bloom
as Circuit Court, At-Large, Seat 1.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Welcome, Mr. Bloom.
Sorry for the delay.

MR. BLOOM: Not at all, 1 know you have
many other responsibilities.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Yes. Please raise
your right hand.

(The candidate was sworn.)
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CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Have you had an
opportunity to review your personal data
questionnaire and sworn statement?

MR. BLOOM: 1 have.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Are they correct?

MR. BLOOM: They are, sir.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Does anything need to
be changed?

MR. BLOOM: No, sir.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Do you object to our
making these documents and any amendments, if
applicable, a part of the record of your sworn
testimony?

MR. BLOOM: Not at all, sir.

CHAIRMAN BLOOM: 1t will be done at this
time in the transcript.

[EXHIBIT 1, JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION
COMMISSION PERSONAL DATA QUESTIONNAIRE FOR
JEFFREY P. BLOOM, ADMITTED.]

[EXHIBIT 2, SWORN STATEMENT FOR
JEFFREY P. BLOOM, ADMITTED]

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Do you have some
people you would like to introduce?

MR. BLOOM: My wife is here, Karen

Newell Bloom.
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CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Welcome, Karen.

MR. BLOOM: She is here to support me and
then -- and then just a friend of ours also is
here.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Okay. Thank you. The
Judicial Merit Selection Commission has
thoroughly investigated your qualifications
for the bench. Our inquiry is focused on nine
evaluative criteria and has included a ballot
box survey, thorough study of your application
materials, verification of your compliance
with state ethic laws, search of newspaper
articles 1n which your name appears, study of
previous screenings, check for economic
conflicts of iInterest. We have received no
affidavits filed In opposition to your
election. No witnesses are present to
testify.

Do you have a brief opening statement you
would like to make at this time?

MR. BLOOM: Very briefly. 1 would like
to comment that | appreciate this opportunity
from the Committee to appear before i1t. And I
want to -- I know this may be odd as an

opening statement, 1 want to commend the
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process we have in South Carolina. | am also
a licensed attorney iIn North Carolina and
their judges have to campaign with campaign
contributions and billboards and signs and the
process that this body goes through i1s ten
times better not only than our sister state,
but any other state. And -- and so 1 commend
the process and the time that you all have
devote to 1t and I mean that sincerely.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Thank you. Please
answer counsel’s questions.

MR. MALDONADO: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
I note for the record that based on the
testimony contained iIn the candidates PDQ,
which has been included in the record with the
candidate’s consent, Jeffrey meets the
constitutional and/or statutory requirements
for this position regarding age, residence,
and years of practice.

EXAMINATION
(By Mr. Maldonado)
Q- Mr. Bloom, why do you now want to serve as a

Circuirt Court Judge?

A My answer is offered in all humility. Quite

simply, Mr. Chairman and Members, | think 1°d be

GARBER REPORTING SERVICE
803-256-4500




© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEP P PP R PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

PROCEEDINGS

Page 12

good at i1t and I think I would bring honorable and
positive service to this state.

I have practiced law for over 25 years as a
trial lawyer. 1 can think of no better experience
In preparation for someone who 1s going to be
honored with -- with a Circuit Court position.

I have appeared iIn every circuit in this
state. | know sherif’s, clerks of court,
solicitors, as well as members of the private bar
and 1 think 1 would bring both strong ethics as
well as courtesy, civility, and -- and -- and
knowledge of the basic rules of evidence and how
laws practice i1n our trial courts.

Thank you, Mr. Bloom. How do you feel your legal
and professional experience thus far will assist
you in becoming an effective Circuit Court Judge?
It -- and I may have answered that so I don’t want
to repeat myself too much. 1 -- 1 -- 1 can
honestly tell this Committee I am not aspiring to -
- to —- to be a Circuit Court Judge and then
attempt to move on from there to an Appellate Court
or anything of that nature. 1 truly love the
experience of trial law, being in court every day.
Practicing the rules of evidence. Practicing with

members of the bar both in the civil bar and
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opposite members and solicitor’s offices and -- and
I think the experience and skills I’ve attained 1iIn
that would -- would be of benefit on the Circuit
Court bench.

Mr. Bloom, what do you perceive as the most
important issues facing state courts today?
Probably the docket. You can go Into any circuit
and -- and both 1n Common Pleas Court as well as
General Sessions Court. The -- the administration
of those dockets, the clerks of court will tell
you, the long wait that -- that citizens have In
terms of getting into court whether 1t’s a civil
case or the prosecutors have in terms of getting a
case before a jury or a judge. And -- and that is
probably one of the most compelling iIssues that --
for -- that face our Circuit Courts these days.
And 1t -- and 1t’s not an easy problem to fix.

My -- my brief response to that is | don’t
think there’s any one cookie cutter approach that
can fit Horry County, or Lancaster County, or
Newberry, or Aiken, or Bamberg, or Cherokee. It is
something that I think circuit judges have an
obligation to work with their local sheriffs, their
local clerks of court, their local solicitors, and

the local private bar with -- with solutions that
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work for that county and that circuit to move those
dockets forward.

Mr. Bloom, 1If you became aware of unethical conduct
on the part of the trial advocate In a case In
which you were presiding, how would you handle i1t?
Do you believe judges should be required to report
attorney misconduct?

Well, the -- the Judicial Canons govern that and

an unethical conduct is a broad panoply of
potential hypotheticals. 1 suppose that the short
answer 1t would really depend upon what the
particular situation is.

IT —— 1f, you know, 1t was something that is
not a -- a serious breach of ethics, | have often
seen very wise and experienced circult judges not
berate those attorneys in open court, but to call
them into chambers and counsel them on the matter.
Obviously, if 1t’s something more serious of a
nature 1t would need to be reported. 1 hope that
answers your questions, but -- but it covers a
broad area of -- of potential conduct.

Sure. Mr. Bloom, the Commission received 145
ballot box surveys regarding you, with 21
additional comments. The ballot box survey, for

example, contained the following positive comments.
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“Jeff Bloom i1s a legal scholar and a person of
highest moral character. 1 feel confident that he
will use his talents and intellect to benefit the
legal community as well as all the citizens of
South Carolina. We would be well served to
capitalize on his years of legal study and practice
by electing him to the bench. As a prosecutor that
deals with judges every day i1t would be wonderful
to have someone on the bench who possesses his
breadth of legal knowledge and experience.”

Also, “l have been iIn the trenches with Mr.
Bloom on multiple cases involving complex
litigation. His ethics and morals are beyond
reproach. He i1s a legal scholar. He’s the best
candidate for this seat on the bench.”

Four of the written comments express concerns.
For example, “although Mr. Bloom is a friendly and
likable individual 1 again question whether he
would be unbiased and fair in criminal cases.”

Another comment read, “much of this
candidate’s works goes beyond being merely critical
of the justice system and iInstead denotes that he
does not believe In any system of justice is
appropriate In the society. Do not believe that

this candidate could preside In an objective, even-
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handed manner or issue a decision based on --
solely upon the law without injecting personal
bias.”

What response would you offer these concerns?
I —— 1 appreciate that and 1 appreciate that
opportunity. Let me address the two last comments,
Mr. Maldonado, you cited.

One, 1s a concern of -- from a prosecutor as
to whether or not I would be biased. My approach
in that i1s, you know, I°m a Boy Scout. 1°ve been a
Boy Scout all my life. My sons are Eagle Scouts.
I’m the Scout Master at the local Scout Troop and |
try to let the Scout Oath and Law guide my moral
compass, as well as my courtesy and civility. And
1T 1 heard a comment like that, to me feedback iIs a
gift. And 1 would make every effort to strive to
address that attorney’s concerns, whether they were
made to me or made anonymously or though another
source. |1 would be open to that feedback as a
gift. And so I would strive to address those
potential concerns of bias.

There are judges out there whom 1 admire very
much, such as Judge Newman, out of Kingstree, a
former Attorney General; Judge Keesley out of

Lexington, a former solicitor. And -- and I would
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attempt to model as they have done to breach that
-- that concern of potential bias and make sure
everyone 1s treated fairly.

The last comment, however, I —- 1 —- 1
appreciate the opportunity to address to, the --
regarding the win at all cost kind of comment. My
father taught me that while feedback i1s a gift, one
also needs to balance that with strength and wisdom
along with humility. |If you look at the character
letters that have been submitted on my behalf, I
have never been that kind of attorney. 1°ve never
been an attorney who tries to win at all costs or
-— or cast aside the iInterest of justice.

I have letters in my packet, as you have seen,
from the Sheriff of Horry County, Phillip Thompson;
from the Sheriff of Calhoun County, Thomas Summers;
both non-lawyers and whom 1°ve dealt with over the
years. Solicitor Barry Barnette from Spartanburg
has submitted a written letter of endorsement.
There are numerous other solicitors in this state
who -- who have told me, since we are limited to
five letters of character, that they would be glad
to attest to my character and my sense of fair
play. Jimmy Richardson from Horry County knows me

well and would do that. Scarlett Wilson from
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Charleston is a solicitor who knows me well and
would attest to that. Dan Johnson from here in
Richland County knows me well and attest -- would
attest to that.

So in that regard, while feedback i1s a gift,
at some point one also has to recognize that there
will always be critics and -- and one has to go
forward with humility and courtesy, but balance
that with strength and wisdom.

Thank you, Mr. Bloom. 1 have a couple of
housekeeping issues. Since submitting your letter
of intent, have you sought or received the pledge
of any legislator either prior to this date or
pending the outcome of your screening?

No, sir.

Have you asked any third parties to contact members
of the General Assembly on your behalf or are you
aware of anyone attempting to intervene iIn this
process on your behalf?

No, sir.

Since submitting your letter of intent to run for
this seat, have you contacted any members of the
Commission about your candidacy?

No, sir.

Do you understand that you’re prohibited from
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seeking a pledge or commitment directly or
indirectly until 48 hours after the formal release
of the Commission’s report? And are you aware of
the penalties for violating the pledging rules?
Yes, sir, | understand that.
MR. MALDONADO: 1 would note that the
Midlands Citizens Committee found Mr. Bloom to
be qualified in the evaluative criteria of the
constitutional qualifications, physical
health, and mental stability; and is well
qualified 1In the remaining criteria of ethical
fitness, professional and academic ability,
character, reputation, experience, and
judicial temperament. The Midlands Committee
also stated Mr. Bloom is intellectually bright
and has experience in both criminal and civil
law. He displays an excellent temperament.
This wide breadth of experience prepares him
well for this position. Mr. Bloom is
motivated to serve his community for all the
right reasons.
I would just note for the record that any
concerns raised during the investigation
regarding this candidate today were

incorporated in the questioning of the
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candidate.

Mr. Chairman, 1 have no further
questions.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Thank you. Any members
have any questions for Mr. Bloom?
Representative Rutherford.

EXAMINATION

(By Representative Rutherford)

Q.-

Mr. Bloom, 1 just want to start off by stating that
I’ve known you since | started practicing law and |
find you to be a zealous advocate, but not over
zealous. But | didn’t want you to take too much
offense to those negative comments because that
seems to be par for the course for any lawyer that
runs for something, somebody has got something
negative to say.

Your comments about the docket and one of the
things that -- 1711 take you back to that. One of
the things that has concerned me over the years,
and other members of the Committee as well, 1s how
do we balance -- and maybe you don’t have an answer
to this and 1f you don”t that’s fine too, but how
do we balance the docket and the need for the
docket to continue moving with lawyer quality of

life? How do we balance allowing an advocate 1iIn
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the process on General Session side, the solicitor
to call the case and balance that with the defense
attorney’s quality of life and being able to
prepare a case when you’re getting notice a week
out on a case that’s four years old or -- how do we
balance that which 1f we don’t hold 1t dear, we
certainly should, which 1s lawyers” ability to be
lawyers, to work at a craft, a profession, without
Tfeeling the need to drink on a daily basis or to
raise the suicide rate among lawyers; how do we
balance that successftully? And you’ve been
practicing law long enough that 1°m hoping you’ll
have some insight as to how we do that.
I - 1 don”t have a magic answer to that, but given
the context of why we’re here, 1 think a circuit
judge has a huge part to play in that.
Representative Rutherford, you and other members
know me. 17°ve been a public defender. 1°ve been
In private practice. My wife, Karen Bloom, Is an
Assistant Solicitor in Chester County. 1 get it.
I get both the law enforcement side as well as the
needs to balance lawyers.

And I -- 1 think the role a Circuit Court
Judge can play in that is, one, to make sure all

parties, both the litigants iIn a case as well as
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the lawyers are -- are -- feel that they’re being
treated fairly. That defense counsel, whether 1t’s
a civil or criminal case, don’t feel that they’re
being surprised at the last minute or -- or -- put
upon to do more than they can handle, particularly
lawyers iIn private practice, solo practice, | get
that.

On the other hand, 1 get solicitors who --
who’ve attempted to call a case multiple times with
continuances. My wife -- as | said, Karen goes
through that in Chester County. They have court
one week a month so that one week Is very important
to them.

And 1 -- 1 think as a circuit judge you need
to be aware of all those moving parts. You need to
be aware of lawyers who have conflicting schedules
and conflicting responsibilities. And try best to
get the parties together to work it out. You know,
I —— 1 consider myself very privileged. Whether
you select me or not | grew up in a legal
environment in Horry County before there was that
big beautiful courthouse that we now have, under
Sidney Floyd, the late Sidney Floyd, who served in
this body and -- and other judges of that nature.

And -- and -- and we used to get yelled at In court
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and dressed down and -- but I learned from that and
I grew from that.
And -- and we’ve had much other -- you know,

other judges these days who are more open to making
sure the parties work together. And one of the
things I learned when 1 was in Horry County is that
your word is your bond and that’s a two-way street
between lawyers and judges. And 1f you look at the
character letters 1°ve submitted from sheriffs and
solicitors you will see that my word 1s my bond and
I think that has a huge part to play in docket
control, as well as the quality of life for
solicitors, private attorneys, and public
defenders, that you try to work through that.

Often times we would spend -- when 1 was a
baby lawyer, more time In the judges chambers
trying to work things out with courtesy and
civility, than we did filing motions in the
courtroom. And -- and 1°m not talking about the ex
parte conversations. 1°m talking about trying to
bring parties together iIn -- in a realm of courtesy
and civility.

I had lunch just last week with solicitor
elect Rick Hubbard of Lexington and -- and some of

what we talked about was our families and other
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things and some was of legal nature, which 1 won’t
go into. But it’s those kinds of relationships, |
think, that are important in our legal community so
people feel that -- that they’re not being
surprised or coerced or put upon, but that we’re
all part of a judicial team working towards
justice.
I hope that answers your question. 1 hope it
wasn’t to long.
That’s all right.
CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Representative Smith?
REPRESENTATIVE SMITH: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

EXAMINATION

(By Representative Smith)

Q.-

Mr. Bloom, Senator Malloy and I both serve on the
Indigent Defense Commission and 1 notice from time
to time you get appointed to --

Yes, sir.

-- death penalty cases. So my concern here or what
I want to understand from you iIs where -- how many
death penalty cases do you have? Where are you in
the process? |If you were elected a judge, is that
going to disrupt any scheduled trials for a death

penalty case you have pending?
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A.

> O » O » LO

I appreciate that question. The short answer is,
no. |1 currently only have two cases iIn South
Carolina. One is i1n Federal Court out of
Greenville and 1s on a stay. The other, i1t was a
State Court case, but i1t -- but 1t’s iIn federal
habeas. The other i1s a retrial out of the 11th
Circuit that it happens to be with no trial date
set.

No trial date has been set.

My co-counsel i1n that is actually i1s from the

Indigent Defense Office, Bill McGuire and -- and he
has protection in -- In the Charleston case. So
the other case is iIn early stages and -- and i1f |
were honored with such an election 1t -- substitute

counsel could easily be --

Okay .

-- stand 1in.

So no trial dates have been scheduled or anything?

No, sir, just those two.

All right. Thank you, Mr. Bloom.

And 1T I may, 1 know -- 1 know this question wasn’t
asked but -- but some folks say, well being a death
penalty litigator, you know, how can you be fair?

I —— 1 have three short responses to that if I may.

One, 1°m the only attorney in South Carolina
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that 1 know of who has gone through victim training
and 1 paid for that myself. 1 went through a two
week course at a college 1In the Shenandoah Valley
and then I went through a 40 hour course out of
Atlanta, Georgia, to sensitize myself and
appreciate what victims go through, whether 1t’s a
shoplifting case at the Bi-Lo or a homicide case.
So I don’t think you have a letter from sheriff’s
or solicitor Barnette or the other solicitors I’ve
mentioned 1T they felt that my prior capital
litigation would interfere with my judgment or any
bias.

And In that regard the law i1s the law. 1°ve
been asked the question, what 1If you were a judge
In a capital case? You make the law. |1 believe in
separation of powers, deeply. Judges do not make
our law. We apply what the legislature gives us
and 1 could apply the law 1In any case.

Third, as I said and I -- 1 hate to keep going
back to her, but she’s a wonderful woman. My Karen
Fryar Bloom i1s a solicitor. |1 get it. She brings
home every day stories of victims she’s dealt with
and the hard cases she’s had. |1 think that
experience and working with other solicitors such

as Rick Hubbard, Barry Barnette, Jimmy Richardson,
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Scarlett Wilson, 1 appreciate the job we all do
together. Thank you. 1 didn”’t mean to ramble on
there.
Mr. Bloom, let me follow up on that with you
because 1 -- I didn’t mean to imply when 1 asked
that question — 1°m more concerned about
disrupting the process of a death penalty because
that’s a serious case for both the defendant and
the victims in this matter. But |1 want to tell you
iIs | see you having death penalty experience as an
asset to the bench. And whether i1t’s the solicitor
or whether it’s the public defender, someone with
experience In death penalty cases 1Is a rarity
that’s come on to the bench. And I think you’ve
seen of late a lot of these cases are being
overturned on issues of once they -- just mistakes
or errors of law that’s occurred and 1 see more and
more death penalty cases overturned. So | think
the 1mportance of having someone with knowledge of
the death penalty law Is an asset that we need to
have more of on the bench because a lot of these
judges are learning trial by fire.

I mean, 1’11 tell you, 1 handled one, the guy
appointed when I was a public defender, one death

penalty and i1t was difficult, 1t was made easier by
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Judge Knox McMahon -- my prosecutor, Senator
Hembree, and he was a pleasure to work with in that
case. But 1T | had to now defend a death penalty
case, | couldn’t do 1t. 1 don’t have the
experience. | have not kept up with the law. And
I’m still questioning whether 1 should be death
penalty certified and, you know, that’s one thing
with the capital trial division | think that’s been
afforded to the system of justice, but the
experience that you bring on that end, whether
you’re a prosecutor or whether you’re a defender is
something that’s -- 1s an Important asset to bring
to the bench.

Thank you, sir. 1 believe that cases are tried
best one time.

Yes, sir.

I would note too out of any concern, | -- over the
last five years | have practiced a good bit iIn
Common Pleas. 1 -- 1 —- 1 quite intentionally went
out and sought colleagues of mine who had civil
cases. |I’ve done bankruptcy cases, landlord/tenant
cases, a personal Injury case where a teenage girl
was hit 1In a crosswalk and her leg was broken,
nothing major.

I -—- I have done -- 1 suppose a weakness of
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mine would be class action suits or -- or major
product liability cases. 1 -- 1 acknowledge 1
haven”t done those, but 1 understand the Rules of
Civil Procedure as well. |1 get summary judgment
and -- and discovery. And quite frankly, the rules
of evidence that apply in criminal cases apply in
civil cases. So I think what I would bring 1s --
Is over 25 years of -- of knowledge of real trial
law —-- real trial law and 1 would be humbled and
honored i1f -- 1T this Committee sought to -- to
acknowledge that experience.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Thank you. Any other

questions?
(No response.)
EXAMINATION

(By Chairman Campsen)

Q.-

Mr. Bloom, I know that personally I°ve been on
several Boy Scout camping trips --

Yes, sir.

-— with the troop. You had a troop in Columbia
that my nephews were in.

Correct.

I remember one night camping in the snow iIn Calhoun
County. We got --

That”s correct.
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-— at my brother-in-law’s farm.

Kind of frisky.

And just a question, brief responses --

Yes, Sir.

-- we are kind of behind, but --

Yes, certainly.

-- are there any character traits that lead you to
be a volunteer in Boy Scouts that would make you a
-— would be of benefit to you as a judge? What is
the -- what are the common -- what are the
character traits that lead you to -- because you’ve
been very involved 1 know, that would -- how would
that impact your --

Yes, Sir.

-- serving as a judge?

And 1°m a current Scout Master of -- of a troop
that’s very much in need. Forty percent of the
scouts there come from single parent households and
-—- and | continue to serve that way and | enjoy 1t.
I love 1t. My short answer, Chairman Campsen,
would be my daddy was an Eagle Scout, my brother is
an Eagle Scout, 1°m an Eagle Scout, my two sons are
Eagle Scouts. | take that seriously. 1 -- 1 take
the -- the Boy Scout law that honors trust and

honesty, that honors civility through a scout who’s
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courteous and loyalty -- loyalty to a judge’s oath
and to this state.

I would humbly and respectfully submit, Mr.
Chairman, that those are the qualities that would
guide me and -- and 1 humbly believe make me a -- a
good Circuit Court Judge. Not because I’m the
smartest lawyer in the room. 1 appreciate those
accolades Mr. Maldonado read. And not because |1
the best trial lawyer in the room, but 1 have
always -- every time | step iIn that courtroom been
guided by trust, civility, courtesy and respect for
whoever the other lawyer i1s on the other side.

Every time | finish a trial, | shake the hands
of that prosecutor. 1’ve done that and I learned
that in Horry County from the judges and the
lawyers there. So | appreciate that. Thank you,
Chairman Campsen.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Thank you. Any other
questions?

(No response.)

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Okay. Mr. Bloom,
thank you so much. That concludes this
portion of our screening process. As you know
the record will remain open until the formal

release of the report of qualifications. And
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you may be called back at such time i1f the
need arises. 1 thank you for offering and
thank you for your service to South Carolina.

MR. BLOOM: Thank you very much.

(Candidate excused.)

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Welcome, Ms.
Jefferson.

MS. JEFFERSON: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Please raise your
right hand.

(The candidate was sworn.)

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Have you had an
opportunity to review your personal data
questionnaire and sworn statement?

MS. JEFFERSON: Yes, 1 have.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Are they correct?

MS. JEFFERSON: Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Does anything need to
be changed?

MS. JEFFERSON: No, sir.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Do you object to our
making these documents and any attachments, iIf
applicable, a part of the record of your sworn
testimony?

MS. JEFFERSON: 1 do not.
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CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: 1t will be done at
this point in the transcript.

[EXHIBIT 3, JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION
COMMISSION PERSONAL DATA QUESTIONNAIRE FOR
MELIAH BOWERS JEFFERSON, ADMITTED.]

[EXHIBIT 4, SWORN STATEMENT FOR MELIAH
BOWERS JEFFERSON, ADMITTED. ]

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Do you have some
family members or friends with you today that
you would you like to introduce?

MS. JEFFERSON: Yes, sir. 1 also want to
make clear for the record that | did make an
amendment to my PDQ, which is -- which Ms.
Legare has and 1 just wanted to make sure that
was also part of the record.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Okay.

MS. JEFFERSON: But I do want to briefly
acknowledge and thank my husband, Shawn
Jefferson, for his support today.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Welcome, Mr.
Jefferson.

MS. JEFFERSON: And also my dear friend
and cousin Unicka Saunders for being here with
me today.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Welcome, Ms. Saunders.
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Okay. Thank you.

The Judicial Merit Selection Commission
has thoroughly iInvestigated your
qualifications for the bench. Our inquiry is
focused on nine evaluative criteria and has
included a ballot box survey, thorough study
of your application materials, verification of
your compliance with state ethics laws, search
of newspaper articles in which your name
appears, study of previous screenings, check
for economic conflicts of iInterest. We have
no affidavits filed 1In opposition to your
election. No witnesses are present to
testify.

Do you have a brief opening statement you
would like to make at this time?

MS. JEFFERSON: Chairman, I would simply
like to thank you and the members of the
Commission for your service. 1 also would
like to thank Elizabeth Brogdon, Ms. Legare,
and Paula Benson for all of their help to me
through this application and screening
process. | truly appreciate the opportunity
to be here today.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Okay. Thank you.
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Please answer counsel’s questions.
MS. BENSON: Mr. Chairman, 1 note for the
record that based on the testimony contained
In the candidate’s PDQ which has been included
in the record, with the candidate’s consent,
Meliah Bowers Jefferson meets the
constitutional and/or statutory requirements
for this position regarding age, residence,
and years of practice.
EXAMINATION
(By Ms. Benson)
Q. Mrs. Jefferson, why do you now want to serve as a

Circuit Court Judge?

A. Well, the primary reason that 1 am here i1s because

I have a fundamental belief iIn the fair and
efficient administration of our legal system. And
I believe that 1t depends on commitment of
intelligent, hard working, and dedicated public
service to make sure i1t functions at 1ts best and
highest levels for the good of all South
Carolinians.

I hope that you see those types of
characteristics in me and 1 would add that of those
characteristics, the judges that | most respect are

those who recognize the significance of public
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service. The importance of service to the
community was an integral lesson that | learned
very early In my career. And every career decision
that 1°ve made since then has been influenced by my
desire to make a difference, a larger impact on the
community around me.

So 1 want to be a Circuit Court Judge because
I am passionate about the law. || am committed to
-- to the work of making our courts more effective
and efficient. 1 want to contribute to the
positive view of the judiciary and build confidence
in our judicial system. But most of all, I want to
make a difference through service to the community
at one of the highest levels that I can do through
my legal skills.
Thank you. Mrs. Jefferson, how do you feel that
your legal and your professional experience thus
far will assist you In being an effective Circuit
Court Judge?
When 1 -- when 1 think about this particular
question I have to look back at the experiences
throughout my career and 1 feel as though I have
been trained to be iIn this office for my entire
career since 1 left law school. My experience has

been an interesting mix of private practice and my
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experience through judicial clerkships.

That has given me a very balanced and
comprehensive perspective useful to a judge. |
have been i1nvolved in an adjudication of a very
wide range of civil and criminal matters from
various viewpoints, as a litigant, as an advocate,
as a clerk In the trial court, and as a clerk 1In
the Appellate Court system.

In my law practice, 1 represent plaintiffs and
defendants iIn state and federal court, both at the
trial and appellate levels. 1 handle cases
involving personal injury, commercial law,
constitutional law, class action litigation, and
disputes over intellectual property for a wide
variety of clients, including elected officials,
government agencies, businesses of all sizes, and
people from all walks of life.

As a clerk at the South Carolina Supreme Court
I worked on a broad range of civil matters, post
conviction relief cases, and criminal appeals,
including death penalty appeals. 1 was also
privileged to have the opportunity to see and
participate In court administration activities.

Perhaps the best experience 1 had that are

directly transferrable to what a judge does on a
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day-to-day basis, was the time that I spent as a
clerk to a Federal District Court Judge. While I
recognize that there are differences between the
two courts, | think that there was no better
training than sitting beside the District Court
Judge during many motion hearings, during trial,
after trial, and we had a lot of trials, and
helping her work through her case management and
her workload as her lead law clerk. That was
excellent training, 1 think, for the work that 1
would do as a trial court judge on the Circuit
Court level.

My personal experiences | think also enhance
my ability to be an effective judge. | understand
what it’s like to be -- to navigate the court
system as a litigant and as a victim. I’m a small
business owner. | am -- and not just from the
perspective of my partnership interest in my law
firm, but my husband and 1 own a trucking company.
And we have employees who have had interactions
with the state court system and the way that our
system 1s set up does not easily accommodate the
average employee, but 1 think that my background
has given me some context in which 1 can handle

those employee situations perhaps In a different
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manner than other employers with less experience
with the system.

I’ve been a victim of crime and I understand
how the temperament and demeanor of a judge can
make that experience either one that can move you
past that bad experience, or keep you in that
moment of terror. And 1°ve also had to use the
courts to protect my interest as a litigant. So my
-—- my whole point is that 1°ve seen the court
function from many different viewpoints and each of
those experiences will help to make me a better
judge.

Mrs. Jefferson, what do you perceive as the most
important issues facing state courts today?

I think that some of the most issues facing the
court right now are the efficient administration of
caseloads. Our dockets are extremely clogged and 1|
think that we are currently working on that
problem. 1 know as beilng an active -- very active
part of the South Carolina Bar and being involved
with some activities that the South Carolina
Supreme Court i1s currently doing, I know that we
are trying to come up with effective solutions to
solve that such as electronic filing and things

like that.
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But we still have a system that moves really
slowly and a slow judicial system is an ineffective
judicial system, particularly for our businesses
who expect that their issues will be decided
quickly for purposes of moving their business
forward and for individuals who need finality and
resolution to different things that are going on.
So 1 think that there i1s a real opportunity for us
to observe what the federal courts are doing, to
observe what other states are doing, and
Incorporate some of those innovative technicians
into how we run our court system to make It more
efficient and fair to everyone.

Mrs. Jefferson, 1f you became aware of any
unethical conduct on the part of a trial advocate
In a case you were presiding over, how would you
handle 1t? And do you believe judges should be
required to report attorney misconduct?

I think -- 1 absolutely think that judges should be
required to report attorney misconduct. And if
there’s someone before me who Is not acting in an
ethical way or someone who’s violating our
professional rules of ethics then 1 think that i1t
IS Incumbent upon me as a judge, someone who’s

presiding over those proceedings, to make sure that
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I bring attention to that. Make sure that they --
whoever i1s not acting ethically to make sure that
they know that, that behavior has not gone
unnoticed 1f It i1s appropriate for me to do so.

And also to make sure that i1t i1s properly addressed
with the appropriate authority. |If -- iIf that is
the Disciplinary Counsel then that’s who 1 need to
report It to. But we need to make sure that
everybody i1n the system is treated fairly and
justly and 1 think an intrical part of that is
making sure that the advocates in our systems are
operating under the appropriate ethical rules.
Thank you. Mrs. Jefferson, the Commission received
113 ballot box surveys regarding you, with 18
additional comments being made. There was -- there
were a number of very positive comments, including
“excellent candidate, perfect temperament,
gracious, smart, compassionate, one of the bar’s
young superstars.”

Only one of the comments indicated a concern
and that was that at this stage iIn your career you
do not have the experience necessary for a judicial
position. What would your response be to that
concern?

Wwell, I -- I acknowledge and appreciate that
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someone would bring their concerns to this body.
But 1 would also like to point out that my
experience should not be categorized just simply by
the number of years that 1°ve been out of law
school. That comment is probably reflective of my
age and probably not representative of the type of
legal work that 1°ve done since 1 got out of law
school .

My private practice, my law practice is quite
sophisticated. |1 have a number of matters that I
handle as lead attorney or the sole attorney. |1
have done trials -- full bench trials and jury
trials. And I have had the opportunity to handle
civil and criminal matters from the side of the
bench that I’m now asking you to find me well
suited to -- to -- to see -- to do now.

So 1 think that I’ve had a very wide breadth
of experiences that make me well qualified to sit
as a Circuit Court Judge and those experiences may
be not necessarily traditional, but they are
elaborate and comprehensive.

MS. BENSON: Mr. Chairman, 1 would just
note for the record that Mrs. Jefferson
disclosed 1n her PDQ that she had once been

named as a defendant in a civil rights case.
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That was during a time when she was a law
clerk for Judge Childs. Judge Childs along
with a number of public officials were also
named In that. It was a pro se prisoner
lawsuit and the end result was that the case
was found to be frivolous and dismissed with
prejudice.

Is there anything else that you would add about

that case?

Nothing else about that case.

Thank you. Thank you, Mrs. Jefferson. A few

housekeeping issues. Since submitting your letter

of intent have you sought or received the pledge of

any legislator either prior to this date or pending

the outcome of your screening?

No, 1 have not.

Have you asked any third parties to contact members

of the General Assembly on your behalf or are you

aware of anyone attempting to intervene iIn this

process on your behalf?

No, 1 have not.

Since submitting your letter of intent to run for

this seat, have you contacted any members of the

Commission about your candidacy?

No, | have not.
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Do you understand that you are prohibited from
seeking a pledge or commitment directly or
indirectly until 48 hours after the formal release
of the Commission’s report? And are you aware of
the penalties for violating the pledging rules
which are that i1t’s a misdemeanor and upon
conviction the violator must be fined not more than
a $1,000.00 or imprisoned not more than 90 days?
Yes, ma’am.

MS. BENSON: And Mr. Charrman, 1 would
note for the record that the Upstate Citizens
Committee reported that Mrs. Jefferson is
qualified as to constitutional qualifications,
physical health, and mental stability. And
well qualified as to ethical fitness,
professional and academic ability, character,
reputation, experience, and judicial
temperament.

I would also note for the record that any
concerns raised during the investigation have
been i1ncorporated in the questioning today and
I have no further questions.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Thank you. Any
questions for Mrs. Jefferson?

REPRESENTATIVE BANNISTER: [1’ve got a few
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questions.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Representative
Bannister.

REPRESENTATIVE BANNISTER: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

EXAMINATION

(By Representative Bannister)

Q.

And this 1s a quick question. | just want to
clarify. On your sworn statement, question number
six, what i1s your philosophy on recusal, especially
In situations 1n which a lawyer legislator appear
before you. You answered -- let’s see, “Judges
should also consider whether recusal i1s appropriate
In any circumstance where the judge’s impartiality
might reasonably be questioned iIn cases involving
lawyer legislators, 1 would only find that recusal
Is warranted 1f my impartiality is reasonably in
question.” Would that ever be in question iIf It’s
-- the only i1ssue i1s that a lawyer legislator is
appearing in front of you?

IT the only issue i1s that the attorney appearing
before me or already appeared before, Is that that
party or attorney is a legislature -- legislator,
that would not affect my impartiality and 1 would

not recuse myself for that purpose.
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Q. Thank you. 1 just -- 1 was just making sure.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Any other questions?

(No response.)

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Okay. Ms. Jefferson,
thank you so much for being with us today.
That concludes this portion of the screening
process. As you know, the record will remain
open until the formal release of the report of
qualifications and you may be called back at
such time 1T the need arises. Thank you for
offering and thank you for your willingness to
serve South Carolina.

MS. JEFFERSON: Thank you.

(Candidate excused.)

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Welcome, Judge
McFaddin.

JUDGE MCFADDIN: How are you, sir?

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Good. Please raise
your right hand.

(The Judge was sworn.)

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Have you had an
opportunity to review your personal data
questionnaire and sworn statement?

JUDGE MCFADDIN: I have, sir.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Are they correct?
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JUDGE MCFADDIN: Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Does anything need to
be changed?

JUDGE MCFADDIN: Well, 1 -- 1 did make
some changes since my interview here a couple
of weeks ago. | had made some mistakes and |
provided those corrections to the screening
committee personnel. 1 -- 1 was -- | think
everything else i1s correct, sir, I mean, I --

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Okay. Do you object
to our making these documents and any
amendments a part of the record of your sworn
testimony?

JUDGE MCFADDIN: No, sir.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: 1t will be done at
this point in the transcript.

[EXHIBIT 5, JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION
COMMISSION PERSONAL DATA QUESTIONNAIRE FOR
THE HONORABLE GEORGE MARION MCFADDIN, JR.,
ADMITTED. ]

[EXHIBIT 6, SWORN STATEMENT FOR THE
HONORABLE GEORGE MARION MCFADDIN, JR.,
ADMITTED. ]

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Judge McFaddin, the

Judicial Merit Selection Commission has
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thoroughly investigated your qualifications
for the bench. Our inquiry i1s focused on nine
evaluative criteria and has included a ballot
box survey, a thorough study of your
application materials, verification of your
compliance with state ethics laws, search of
newspaper articles in which your name appears,
study of previous screenings, checks for
economic conflicts of iInterest. We have
received no affidavits filed 1n opposition of
your election. No witnesses are present to
testify.

Do you have a brief opening statement you
would like to make at this time?

JUDGE MCFADDIN: 1 want to make i1t clear,
sir, that I don’t desire to leave the Family
Court bench because | don’t like being a
Family Court Judge. | enjoy my job there. It
i1s challenging. It is taxing and irksome at
times, however, | have enjoyed my work there.
I seek a position with the Circuit Court to
perhaps take to that court some of the things
I may have done good as a Family Court Judge
to try to make that system work, not

necessarily better, but more efficiently, sir.
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CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: And thank you.
JUDGE MCFADDIN: 1 do like challenges.
CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Okay. Thank you.
Please answer counsel’s questions.
MR. COHL: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
I note for the record that based on the
testimony contained In the candidate’s PDQ,
which has been included in the record with the
candidate’s consent, Judge McFaddin, meets the
constitutional and/or statutory requirements
for the position regarding age, residence, and
years of practice.
EXAMINATION
(By Mr. Cohl)
Q. Judge McFaddin, why do you want to serve as a

Circuit Court Judge?

A. I do like challenges In life. Although my job now

i1s still challenging from day-to-day, from time-to-
time, 1 —- 1 truly believe as a Family Court Judge
and prior to that as a Magistrate, that every case
Is different. No two cases are alike.

I would like to take that mindset of thought
to the Circuit Court knowing that cases there are
not alike all the time, 1f ever alike. 1°ve --

I’ve had some methods employed in Family Court to -
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- that 1 hoped moved things along quicker,
especially for foster care children. And while
there 1s no foster children issues in Circuit
Court, perhaps I could take some chambers days
there, like 1 did in Family Court, and turn those
into plea days or General Sessions Court where
there are backlogs and just have nothing but extra
plea days from time-to-time. There must be --
probably are some ways that things can be improved,
although, 1 don’t claim to have the answers to
everything, sir.

Thank you. Judge McFaddin, how do you feel your
legal and professional experience thus far will
assist you as an effective Circuit Court Judge?
Well, I deal with Family Court criminal matters in
Juvenile Court almost every Thursday, when 1in
Sumter and whenever | travel to other counties at
least one day a week there will be criminal court.
The same principles apply there that would iIn
General Sessions Court also.

And then -- just -- just to reiterate to be
always mindful that no two cases are alike. One
size doesn’t fit all in any court.

Thank you. Judge McFaddin, what do you perceive as

the most important issues facing state courts
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today?

Growing caseloads. Although they -- those
caseloads have been addressed well to some degree,
efforts of the judiciary and the legislature.
Mediation and arbitration have played a great role
I’ve heard in Circuit Court in civil cases.

I’m not sure about General Sessions Court how

that might could be somehow modified to help there,
I don’t know that. But as i1Is -- as always more
being done with sometimes less and less resources.
Thank you. Judge McFaddin, i1f you became aware of
unethical conduct on the part of a trial advocate
In a case 1In which you were presiding, how would
you handle 1t? Do you believe judges should be
required to report attorney misconduct?
As I recall the Canons, sir, judges are charged
with reporting misconduct. It says “shall” not
may. Until that’s changed that’s what we should
do.

I -—- I cannot think of a single episode where
I’ve had to do that except -- well, let me —- let
me change that. |1 did have to report a lawyer one
time -- two lawyers regarding contempt matters,
sir. One was direct contempt in front of me 1iIn

court one day; I had to act, I couldn’t let 1t get
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away. The Canons said 1 shall report that and 1
did.

Another was an attorney, although 1t was a
private matter, had failed to pay child support a
long time, he was held in contempt and I had to
report him also. Nothing I took pleasure iIn, sir,
but 1 had to.

Thank you. Judge McFaddin, the Commission received
187 ballot box surveys regarding you, with 40
additional comments. The ballot box survey, for
example, contained the following positive comments.
“Judge McFaddin has an excellent judicial
temperament. He i1s a competent, understanding,
fair, and impartial jurist.”

Four of the written comments address concerns
over the length of time in issuing some of your
rulings. Would you like to offer a response to
these comments?

Sir, 1 take that up greatly; 1 owned my mistakes
before about that. |If they could be called
mistakes, 1°m sure they could probably be called
that. My approach to issuing a ruling sometimes
was that 1 was most mindful when I°m affecting
lives of adults and children. Some of those

opinions address novel issues; some of them require
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substantial research. As I often said, my role
comes on pleading i1nstructions, not knowledge or
wisdom.

And -- but I can tell you today that I am -- 1|
am current -- 1 hope that by speeding up my rulings
I’m not going to be reversed; 1 hope not, of
course, Sir.

Thank you, Judge McFaddin.

MR. COHL: Mr. Chairman, 1 would request
that we now go into executive session.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Okay.

MR. HITCHCOCK: So moved.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: We have a motion for
executive session by Mr. Hitchcock.

Mr. SAFRAN: Second.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Second, by Mr. Safran.

All 1n favor indicate by saying aye.

BOARD MEMBERS: “Aye.”

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Opposed?

(No response.)

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: The ayes have it.

All right. Everyone turn off their

microphones.

(OFff the record.)
CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: We are back on the
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record. We’ve lifted -- come out of executive
session. No votes were taken and no decisions
made .

MR. COHL: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

(By Mr. Cohl)

Q.-

Now just a few housekeeping issues. Since
submitting your letter of intent have you sought or
received a pledge of any legislator either prior to
this date or pending the outcome of your screening?
No, sir. 1 —-— I’m even afraid to look at a
legislator.

Have you asked any third parties to contact members
of the General Assembly on your behalf or are you
aware of anyone attempting to intervene iIn this
process on your behalf?

No, sir.

Since submitting your letter of intent to run for
this seat, have you contacted any members of the
Commission about your candidacy?

No, sir.

Do you understand that you’re prohibited from
seeking a pledge or commitment directly or
indirectly until 48 hours after the formal release
of the Commission’s report and are you aware of the

penalties for violating the pledging rules?
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Q.-

Yes, sir, very much so.
Thank you, Judge McFaddin.

MR. COHL: I would note that the Pee Dee
Citizens Committee reported that Judge
McFaddin 1s well qualified in the evaluative
criteria of ethical fitness, professional and
academic ability, character, reputation,
experience, and judicial temperament. The
Committee found him qualified In the
evaluative criteria of constitutional
qualifications, physical health, and mental
stability.

I would just note for the record that any
concerns raised during the investigation
regarding the candidate were i1ncorporated Into
the questioning of the candidate today. Mr.
Chairman, I have no further questions.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Thank you. Any
questions by members of the Commission?

Representative Smith.

REPRESENTATIVE SMITH: Mr. Chairman,
thank you.

EXAMINATION

(By Representative Smith)

Q.-

Judge McFaddin, you alluded to this earlier and I
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think 1t’s important for the members to know is
when you tell them what you’ve done with adoption
days and Family Court and the -- from adoption days
and -- and foster children in the Family Court and
the accolades you’ve received as a result of that.
Did you say -- do you want me to —--

Yes, Sir.

Oh, I’'m sorry. Sorry. Well, 1 would assume there
were good comments from the -- from the public. |1
don’t want to sound as 1f I’m -- as 1f I’m
boasting, but 1 was told that i1t was a good thing
to do for a lot of children. We started this and |
say we because 1 didn’t do i1t myself -- by myself,
court reporter i1s there, my assistant, the clerk of
court and DSS. DSS helps prep these children for
adoptions. We’ve done 1t twice a year since 2008,
almost nine years, probably close to 450 children
adopted now and removed from long-term placement or
multiple placement episodes.

It was good for them, the children, good for
the families, but I can tell you it was good for me
too because at least twice a day or two -- two days
out of every year, almost everybody that is iIn the
courtroom liking me instead of hating me.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Okay. Thank you. Any
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other questions? Senator Malloy.
SENATOR MALLOY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
EXAMINATION

(By Senator Malloy)

Q-
A.

Q.-

> O » O » LO

How you doing, Judge?

Fine, sir.

Judge, 1 notice you mentioned the transition from
the Family Court to a -- to the Circuit Court --
you’ve been on the Family Court bench for how many
years?

Fourteen years, sir.

Fourteen years. But before that you practiced law
extensively?

Yes, sir. Now, I was a Magistrate before -- for
four years before that. 1 practiced law from 1986,
after 1 left Judge Peeples, to --

That Judge Rodney Peeples?

Yes, sir.

Okay. Get a good experience there?

Yes, sir. 1 learned a lot.

You survived it?

Yes, sir. |1 did learn a lot. It was a good
experience. There are -- 1 will admit there might
be concerns about “Well, McFaddin, what are you

going to do, you haven’t touched heavy duty
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O

o r O r O r O r

criminal law In 14 or 18 years?” | haven’t. |
haven”t done a lot of civil work either.

Obviously, 1 could not. But a lot of the
principles, 1 think, transfer from one court to the
other by due process, treating people decently.
Giving everybody or everyone his or her day in
court.

I often said that you can be the smartest
judge 1n the world, but If you don’t treat people
well you -- you have failed. So I would hope that
I can —- may not be the smartest, but can at least
treat people well and decently In court.

And you were a sole practitioner for a period of
time?

Yes, sir, from 1990 until 1998, sir.

Okay. And so as a sole practitioner you ran your
own law office?

Yes, sir.

With a staff?

One and a half, yes, sir.

One and half staff and maintained trusts and --
Yes, sir.

-- other accounts?

Yes, sir.

Right. And made payroll?
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Yes, sSir.
Okay. And during that time you were in a small
county, you had to try cases?

Yes, sir, | did.

And you -- were you one of those lawyers that take
every case that came -- well, a lot of cases that
came In -- In the door, not every case, but a lot

of different kinds of cases?

Correct, sir. Not every case, you know, some cases
I probably regret that 1 took sometimes. But 1 did
a lot -- a good bit of trial work in Family Court.
I was the public defender for adult court. A
General Sessions Court for approximately two years.

Seemed like everything 1 touched went to trial. |

guess | -- being the new man on the block I tried a
lot in court -- or tried cases a lot In court.
Okay .

And towards the end, around 1996, 7 and 8, had
begun to do more and more civil trial work because
my civil trial caseload increased and I had to go
to court -- ended up in court.

Now, you know, besides being a judge you know you
have a reputation for being a animal lover?

Yes, sir, 1 am.

With that, do you work with adoption services with
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animals or —-

No, sir. |1 -- 1 haven’t done that yet. That’s a
good i1dea, but I haven’t thought about that yet. |
haven®t -- | know this may sound silly, but I
haven”t gotten over the loss of my -- my little dog
a year ago yet.

Okay .

It’s a tough thing.

SENATOR MALLOY: All right. That’s all
the questions | have.

JUDGE MCFADDIN: Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Thank you. Any other
questions?

(No response.)

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Judge McFaddin, thank
you. That concludes this portion of our
screening process. As you know, the record
will remain open until the formal release of
the report of qualifications and you may be
called back at such time i1f the need arises.

I thank you for offering and thank you for
your service to South Carolina.

JUDGE MCFADDIN: Yes, sir. And may | say
one thing before I leave, sir?

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Yes, sir.
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JUDGE MCFADDIN: 1°ve been sitting iIn a
room with a lot of people -- or several other
people who seek this same position and they
are all to me a fine group of people, sir.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: All right. Good.
Thank you.

JUDGE MCFADDIN: Thank you all.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Five minute recess.

(OFff the record.)

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: We have reconvened
from our recess. And we can have the next
candidate. Welcome, Mr. Meetze.

MR. MEETZE: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Do you have someone
with you you’d like to introduce?

MR. MEETZE: 1 do. Thank you very much.
1’d like to introduce my wife, Anna Meetze.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Welcome, Anna. Thank
you for beilng here.

Please raise your right hand, Mr. Meetze.

(The candidate i1s sworn in.)

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Have you had an
opportunity to review your personal data
questionnaire and sworn statement?

MR. MEETZE: 1 have.
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CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Are they correct?

MR. MEETZE: They are.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Does anything need to
be changed?

MR. MEETZE: No, sir.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Do you object to our
making these documents and any amendments, if
applicable, a part of the record of your sworn
testimony?

MR. MEETZE: Not at all.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: And that will happen
at this time during the transcript.

[EXHIBIT 7, JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION
COMMISSION PERSONAL DATA QUESTIONNAIRE FOR
WILLIAM VICKERY MEETZE, ADMITTED.]

[EXHIBIT 8, SWORN STATEMENT FOR WILLIAM
VICKERY MEETZE, ADMITTED.]

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Mr. Meetze, the
Judicial Merit Selection Commission has
thoroughly investigated your qualifications
for the bench. Our inquiry has focused upon
nine evaluative criteria and has included a
ballot box survey, thorough study of your
application materials, verification of your

compliance with state ethics laws, search of
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newspaper articles in which you name appears,
study of previous screenings, check for
economic conflicts of iInterest. We have
received no affidavits filed 1n opposition to
your election. No witnesses are present to
testify.

Do you have a brief opening statement you
would like to make at this time?

MR. MEETZE: 1 would. Thank you very
much. And -- and -- and 1 will make i1t brief,
but essentially 1 would just like to thank you
all for this opportunity. It’s certainly, 1
think, a wonderful opportunity that’s
presented to myself and the other candidates.
I think that the way that our state elects
judges, 1 truly can’t imagine i1t being done
any other way and that’s coming from somebody
who has been through this process before and
not been successftul, but I -- 1 certainly will
stand by that statement and -- and certainly
am grateful for the opportunity to stand here
today.

CHAIRMAN CAMPSEN: Thank you. Please
answer counsel’s questions.

MR. HINSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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I note for the record that based on the
testimony contained in the candidate’s PDQ,
which has been included in the record with the
candidate’s consent, Mr. Meetze meets the
constitutional and/or statutory requirements
for this position regarding age, residence,

and years of practice.

EXAMINATION
(By Mr. Hinson)
Q. Mr. Meetze, why do you want to serve as a Circuit
Court Judge?
A You know that’s a question that I -- 1 have an

opportunity to think about a good bit and sometimes
It’s hard to articulate your feelings on that,
maybe just the way you want to.

It —— I will say that since I was in law
school 1 guess the seed was planted by my
grandfather. He always -- when 1 was 1In law school
and I would come to Columbia to visit wit